PhotoJournalism Lesson Plan – E. Rogers - Oct. 2009

Objective: Students will engage in digital storytelling by planning and producing scripts to highlight a topical social issue. 


Lesson: Introduction to student-created news service: www.headliners.org. 
** Students and teacher log onto internet together; individuals surf the Web site’s story library  (15 min). 
** In small groups, students discuss their top 2-3 student headliners.org photo essays, then earmark one as a personal favorite (5 min).
**  In teacher-led discussion, class “compares notes” and identifies several popular choices. (Why did you like it? What type of filming and storytelling did they do …news report; reenactment; still shots with text?) 
** Group views teacher’s favorite headliners.org photo essays, Growing Mad (bullying) & Who’s Judging Who? 
Assignment: Teacher explains that students will create their own digital news reports, participating in scriptwriting, role-playing and visual reporting to produce a 2-3 minute photo essays on one of three school-relevant topics: peer pressure/stereotyping/judging others. Using flip cameras checked out from the library, small “production crews” will develop and film their photo essays, then produce them utilizing windows moviemaker.
Students are divided into small groups (4-6 each). Groups brainstorm for 5 minutes and determine which of the topics they want to research & report on. 
Subsequent Class Periods: Project Production:
Objective: Students will plan and produce digital stories  utilizing authentic scripts, role-playing and reporting.
Handout: Tips for Improving Your Videojournalism Stories.
Activity:  Research and Storyboarding (2 days)
Actrivity:
Recording and Acting out scenes (1 day
Activity:  Production work: video editing etc. (1-2 class periods)

Activity:  Class Presentations: 2 days

Focus on the Frames Activity: 
Look at photographic clippings from the Wall Street Journal and other publications.
 Find TWO different shots that demonstrate a photographic composition principle such as Rule of Thirds, Lines, Framing and Balance. Discuss with classmates what you’ve spotted and answer these questions about both of your photo selections: (You can do this in pairs or small groups, but you must answer all of the questions and be able to explain your answers.)
** Is it an ordinary shot?

** Does it show more than one photographic composition principle? (If so, please name the others that you recognize.)

** Does the use of framing/rule of thirds/lines, etc. make the picture more interesting or less?

** Does the image enhance the editorial it accompanies?
** Do you think the photographer styled the shot that way on purpose, is it accidental, or was the composition principal achieved after-the-fact with cropping by a photo editor?
** Do you think you might have shot the pictures differently? How?
Reflective Writing Prompt: 
The Objective/Empathetic Photojournalist:
 Reflect on what you remember learning last week about objectivity and photojournalism. Please read ALL the questions in this prompt first, then write a paragraph stating your views on the topic and explaining your thoughts and reasoning: 
** Why is it important to be empathetic and sensitive to people & topics you’re photographing? 
** Why is it hard sometimes to be objective when you spend a lot of time with your subjects?
**  Do you think photojournalists have a tougher time staying objective about what they’re covering than print journalists? 
** Do you think it’s more acceptable for photojournalists to “editorialize” about what they’re covering than journalists? 
Remember to use paragraph form, and complete sentences in your mini-essay:

Week 10:
Digital News Stories

Presentations Monday & Thuesday:

Wed: Class Activity:

Team-building game: Photography History Jeopardy:

Students read excerpt from Keep It Simple Series Guide to Photography, Chapter 1: The History of Photography.

Activity: Split the class into 5-6 groups, and each group designs 4 multiple choice questions for the other groups to answer. (Teacher will veto questions that are poorly worded, obscure or unfair.) Group writes their questions on a piece of paper and submits to the teacher. 25 minutes

Discussion: Fun facts and history trivia review.
Closing activity  ???

Thursday:

Warm-up:  History cliff notes ??
Activity: Groups will test each other in jeopardy Q & A format.
Group with the most correct answers wins. 

Follow-up?  Video??

…
FRIDAY??
Journalism Lesson: Interviewing and Feature Writing

Overview and rationale for lesson: In order for students to get a great story on a great subject, he or she must master the "art" of interviewing. In this lesson students will read about the interviewing process. We will discuss what "good" questions are. The students will compose a long list of good standard questions in preparation for an interview they will conduct later in the quarter. The students will be paired up and will be required to fill out a pre-interview questionnaire for one another. The students will be required to interview each other and write a feature story on his/her subject. 
· Students will use self-generated questions, note-taking, summarizing and outlining to enhance learning. 

· Students will pose questions and contribute their own information or ideas in group discussions in order to acquire new knowledge. 

·  Students will apply listening skills for a variety of purposes.

· Essential questions: 

· What is an interview? 

· Why do we interview? 

· What is a feature story?

· What is an open-ended question?

· What is a close-ended question?

· Which is better? Why?

· What is a personal profile?
 

· Critical engagement questions: 

· What makes a "good" question?

· Give some examples of good questions.

· What makes a feature story interesting? 

Activities: 

· Discuss what types of questions are best for interviews. Give examples of "good" questions. 

· Pair up in groups. 

· Have students fill out pre-interview sheets. 

· Exchange pre-interview sheets with partners. 

· To prepare for the interview, the students will have two days, in-class time to research the pre-interview sheet. This may mean the students will be contacting the interviewee's family members, friends, teachers, etc. or it may mean that the student interviewer will go on-line or into the library to research his/her interviewee's interests. (i.e.: The interviewee is a champion grocery sacker so the interviewer should go on-line and research grocery sacking). 

· The students should compose a list of 8 questions, minimum for the interview … plus 4-5 follow-up questions. 

· Students will conduct the interviews in class, but can follow-up with phone interviews as well.
· After the interview, each interviewer will write a 500-word feature story about his/her subject. An edited, revised, polished copy will be the final product. 

· Each interviewee will fill out an assessment sheet on his/her interviewer. 

· Note: This is in preparation for the students' later interviews with community members.

Assessment: 

· Students’ lists of questions are graded for thoroughness and open-endedness. 

· Final feature story is assessed as well 

· The interviewee assessment accounts for 5% of the student's final grade.
