Tier-2 Academic Strategies

Tier-2 is designed to provide secondary interventions (core instruction plus supplemental instruction) and assistance for a small percentage (5-15%) of students who are performing below standards in academic domains.  Research-based interventions for these students are provided as targeted individual interventions in one or more areas delivered through small-group instruction.

· Utilize mnemonic cues (examples:  songs, cartoons, rhymes, stories, images) for teaching math facts, vocabulary, or steps in a process.

· Deliver instruction in short sessions using a brisk pace.

· Build frequent opportunities for movement during instruction to address needs of students who are kinesthetic learners.

· Provide clearly written instructions and instructions in a step-by-step manner with illustrations and use as few words as possible.

· Differentiate instruction by using all levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy to ask questions and plan learning activities.

· Using reading partners and skilled peer or adult mentors to provide academic support.

· Provide varied texts and supplementary materials at different levels of reading difficulty.

· Divide instruction into shortened segments and provide feedback to students before moving to the next segment.

· Use multiple, flexible grouping opportunities for students (examples:  partners, independent, by interest, by learning styles, teacher-assigned, small group of 5 or less students).

· Break assignments into smaller chunks to give students opportunities to respond frequently.

· Use technological tools or computer software to allow students to access content in multiple ways.

· Increase the use of visuals, charts, and models for concept reinforcement.

· Explain clearly each academic task and the specific criteria needed to successfully complete the task.

· Monitor student understanding continuously so misunderstandings can be clarified and corrected immediately.

· Work collaboratively on tasks with a student and gradually withdraw the support to increase student independence and confidence.

· Anchor new knowledge to previously learned knowledge.

· Have students record notes or make illustrations of key points during instruction.

· Provide a copy of the text with main ideas highlighted.

· Create and provide students an easy-to-follow visual that specifies problem-solving steps in a clear manner that students may reference as needed.

· Review and practice previously taught material frequently.

· Increase modeling, guided practice, and hand-on learning to increase student participation.

· Integrate real-life experiences into instruction.

· Present instruction at a lively pace using humor.

· Use illustrations, diagrams, demonstrations, charts, and manipulatives to present instruction.

· Illustrate key points, no matter the level of artistic ability, to focus attention and help with retention of information.

· Pause during a lesson to allow students to repeat a word or phrase about the concept being taught.

· Turn off room lighting and use a flashlight to highlight or draw the attention of students to key words/items.

· Keep desktop and/or table top free of clutter to help students focus on instruction.

· Provide access to a less distracting location for independent work.

· Use Think-Pair-Share to give each student an opportunity to think prior to forming a response and to allow each student an opportunity to share ideas.

Resource:  Response to Intervention Strategies by Michael L. Lujan, M. Ed.
